
 

COLLEGE BOARD SCRAPS SAT
SUBJECT TESTS AND OPTIONAL ESSAY

(NBCnews.com)
 

Broader and more diverse access to AP courses, the

College Board said, means the SAT subject tests

like biology, physics and world history are "no longer

necessary for students to show what they know."

SAT subject tests were optional, multiple-choice

exams that students could take in order to

demonstrate aptitude or standardized academic

credentials on topics like Spanish language, biology

and physics — all topics that are not included in the

general SAT exam.               

U.S. students registered for subject tests will be

refunded, while the College Board will provide two

final SAT subject test administrations in May and

June 2021 for international locations. The optional

SAT essay section, first introduced in 2005, will be

discontinued after June 2021 testing dates.    

                                                   Continued on page 6

FAFSA’s EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION IS GOING AWAY. GOOD RIDDANCE.
(nytimes.com)

 

The Expected Family Contribution — a dreaded and confusing term for parents about to send their children to

college — made little sense in the best of times. Now, it’s finally going away.      

Among the orders and edicts spilling into the 5,000-plus pages of the bill that President Trump signed into law

before he left office was one that strikes the three words from the federal Higher Education Act and replaces

them with “student aid index.”                                                                                                Continued on page 8

 
THE DEMISE OF THE SAT SUBJECT

TESTS: GOOD NEWS OR BAD NEWS FOR
COLLEGE ADMISSION?

(greatcollegeadvice.com)

 

This week there was a general outcry of “huzzah”

and “hallelujah” in College Admissions Land.  The

College Board announced that the SAT2 Subject

Tests would be eliminated.

But, what will this mean for competitive students? 

 What will it mean for the elite colleges that have

required them?  What will it mean for the College

Board, the creators of the now-defunct demon?

It’s hard to predict every ramification of this change in

the college admissions landscape.  However, tapping

into the collective experience and expertise of the

team at Great College Advice, we have come up with

a list of “Good News and Bad News” to anticipate

what is next.

                                                  Continued on page 3
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AMAZON FUTURE
ENGINEER SCHOLARSHIP

PROGRAM

$10,000 scholarship for high

school seniors who have

completed an AP computer

science course and plan to major

in STEM at an accredited four-

year college or university.

Scholarship includes a paid

internship at Amazon. Deadline

to apply February 18, 2021

 

CALIFORNIA STATE
SUMMER SCHOOL FOR

THE ARTS

A talented group of HS students

will receive intensive training

from professionals in music,

theatre, film, visual arts, dance,

creative writing, and animation.

Held at CalArts in Valencia, CA.

Full and partial scholarships

available. Grades 9-12.

Deadline to apply February 26th

2021
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Apply for scholarships

FAFSA and CSS Profile

final deadline Feb. 15th

2021

Check your inbox for early

acceptances

Watch for financial aid

packages

Submit final applications

Make Self Care a priority

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF

WOMEN IN
CONSTRUCTION

Offers San Diego’s

construction professionals

grant at least three

scholarships annually to

deserving recipients through

the National Association of

Women in Construction

(NAWIC) San Diego

Scholarship Program. Deadline

to apply March 12, 2021

SCAD CHALLENGE

This award is for $20,000 per

year and is applied to tuition at

any SCAD location, including

online via SCAD eLearning. A

nominee must complete all

SCAD admission requirements,

including transcript and portfolio

submissions, by Feb. 15, 2021

SENIOR CHECKLISTSCHOLARSHIPS
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HISPANIC SCHOLARSHIP
FOUNDATIONS

 
The HSF Scholarship is designed to

assist students of Hispanic heritage

obtain a university degree. $500-$5000

Scholarships are available, on a

competitive basis Application opens

Jan. 1, 2021.

Fun Fact: 
The average financial aid award

per student is nearly $15,000!

THE NATIONAL CCAA
SCHOLARSHIP

 
Offered annually to college-bound high

school seniors and transfer students

from two-year/community colleges

attending one of the National CCAA

member institutions in the fall.

Application opens February 2021

https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/amazonfutureengineer/
https://www.csssa.ca.gov/
https://www.futureconstructionleaders.org/nawic-annual-scholarship-program
https://www.scad.edu/admission/financial-aid-and-scholarships/scholarships/scad-challenge
https://www.hsf.net/scholarship
https://www.catholiccollegesonline.org/students-parents/financial-aid/nccaa-scholarship.html


HOW TO WRITE A GREAT CONTINUED LETTER OF INTEREST
(Collegeessayguy.com)

So you’ve been waitlisted or deferred. Darn. But wait: all is not lost! You may have another chance to make your

case. A letter of continued interest is an email you send to an admission office, typically after you’ve been

deferred or placed on their waitlist. It lets the college know you’re still interested in attending and why.

Should I send one to every school?
Not necessarily. When you’re deferred or placed on a waiting list, follow the directions the college provides for

what they want you to do next. If they specifically ask you not to send a letter, don’t! But many colleges will

invite you to update your application with a letter describing your new achievements and why you are still

interested in attending. If you’re unsure, just email back to ask, “May I send a letter of continued interest?”

Sometimes all they want is for you to check a box on a form they provide.

How many students to do schools typically take off the waitlist (AKA What are my chances)?
In short, it depends on the year and it depends on the school. If you’re curious, my friends and colleagues,

Jennie Kent and Jeff Levy, featured thrice on the podcast, have put together this rad Google spreadsheet that

lists waitlist data for 2017-2019 for a number of schools. Note that just because X school accepted Y

percentage of students off their wait list one year doesn’t mean they’ll accept that same number the following

year.

What should I include in a Letter of Continued Interest?
New information. The school has made a preliminary decision that your application is a “maybe.” You’re a

competitive applicant but you didn’t quite make the cut. New information is the best way to turn that “maybe”

into a “yes.” Here’s a paragraph-by-paragraph breakdown of what you might include in your letter:

Thank the reader for reevaluating your materials and reaffirm that X school is the place for you. If the college is

your absolute first choice and you would attend if admitted, say so.

Include any info on a campus visit, if you’ve made one, and what specifically you loved.

Less stress for applicants (and their parents)

Less money spent on tutors for the SAT2 Subject Tests

More colleges may become entirely test optional

School counselors will not have to administer SAT2 Subject Tests on behalf of the College Board ever again

One fewer objective measure in the admissions process

Increased importance of the SAT and ACT tests themselves

THE DEMISE OF THE SAT2 SUBJECT TESTS: GOOD NEWS OR BAD NEWS FOR
COLLEGE ADMISSION?

Continued from page 1

GOOD: 

 BAD: 
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JUNIOR CHECKLIST
COLLEGE NEWS

 
Washington State University has extended the admission
application priority deadline (for first year students) and the
general scholarship application deadline (for all students) to
March 15, 2021.

Expressing optimism about COVID-19 vaccines and
advancements in virus research, the University of California
announced that it is planning to return students to campuses for
in-person instruction in the fall.

Among the 1,138 ranked colleges and universities that
provided fall 2019 transfer statistics in an annual U.S. News
survey, the average number of new transfer students was 497.
The average transfer acceptance rate at these schools was 64%.

Historically Black colleges and universities received much-
needed debt relief from the federal government as part of the
recent COVID-19 relief bill, a change leaders say allows them
more financial freedom to invest in their futures.

John Eastman, a professor and former dean of the Chapman
University law school, has resigned, effective immediately.
Eastman spoke at the Jan. 6 “Save America” rally in Washington,
D.C. -- and students and colleagues accused him of helping
incite the riot at the Capitol that followed.

ACT - Next test date is April

17th, You must register by

March 12th

SAT - Next test date is

March 13th. You must

register by February 12th.

Take virtual college tours

Schedule virtual college

visits

Plan for summer

internships, programs, job

Start making your college

list

WASHINGTON STATE PTA SCHOLARSHIP
Three $3,000 scholarships and one $1,000 scholarship to

graduating seniors from Washington state public high schools with

an active PTA, who will be starting college (either two-year or

four-year) in the fall. Applicants must have a current and verified

GPA of at least 3.4 (on a scale of 4.0), name and number of the

PTA/PTSA at your school and answer the essay question.

Application deadline is March 1, 2021
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MLK JR. COMMUNITY CHOIR SAN

DIEGO

Grants for San Diego County seniors

planning to study the arts in college.

Application deadline is April 27th 2021
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VIETNAM VET DESCENDANT
SCHOLARSHIP

Up to $1,000 awarded to a

descendant of a Vietnam Veteran.

Proof of DD 214 Service Record

must accompany application.

Deadline is February 15th, 2021.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MILITARY CHILDREN

A total of 500 scholarship grants, each for $2,000, will be awarded for

school year 2021-22. Deadline is February 17th, 2021

https://fisherhouse.org/programs/scholarships/
https://www.mlkccsd.org/student-grants/
https://www.wastatepta.org/events-programs/scholarship-program/
http://www.vva472.us/page6.html


8 FACEBOOK PAGES AND GROUPS TO HELP WITH COLLEGE PREP
(parentingforcollege.com)

Grown and Flown
This is a widely popular group for parents of both college-bound and college students. You can connect with

experts in college prep here or get advice from other parents who have been through the process and/or have

current college students. It’s a friendly, conversational group and if you have a question, it’s easy to post it and

usually get an instant response from another parent or expert in the group.

Paying for College 101
If you have a question about paying for college, this group is available to help. Helpful articles are posted daily

and questions are answered quickly by experts and mentors on the page. They cover topics related to college

prep and often offer training sessions and webinars to help you with the college admissions process.

College Talk
Financial aid can certainly be confusing for parents and students. College talk provides parents with tips and

strategies related to college financial aid.

How to Find Merit Scholarships
Looking for merit scholarships? This group is devoted to sharing merit scholarship opportunities and

discussing ways to find schools generous with financial aid and merit scholarships.

How to Win College Scholarships
Need help searching for scholarships? Need help with scholarship applications? Have a question about the

scholarship process? You capayn find the answer on this page, along with endless lists of scholarships

available. Check this page daily for the best in scholarship information.

Parenting for College
This is my page and you can find the answer to any college-related question here. I post informative articles

daily and am happy to answer any question you might have about college prep. I also frequently post

scholarship opportunities and free training opportunities as well. Check back often to see new news about

college admissions.

Parents of High School Students
This is the portal for you to ask any question, raise out any concern or get feedback from the group. This type

of forum rarely exists in the college admissions space, but it’s space for parents to expand their network, build

connections, establish relationships and form a support system in this competitive field. This is also the place

for parents and students to grow and even enjoy their college admissions journey.

College Essay Guy
Everything you need to know about the college essay, personal statements and supplemental essays can be

found on this page. From podcast episodes to essay samples to expert advice, the College Essay Guy is

available to help. Your student can also join his private group page for personalized essay help: College

Admission and Application Forum.

THE COLLEGE CONNECTION NEWSLETTER
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COLLEGE NEWS
The San Francisco Art Institute was close to losing its campus
and art collection to a public sale last fall, when the University
of California Board of Regents stepped in to buy its $19.7
million of debt from a private bank, in an attempt to save the
150-year-old institution from collapse.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/GrownandFlownParents/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PayingForCollege101/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/374562589403896/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MeritScholarships/
https://www.facebook.com/How.To.Win.College.Scholarships/
https://www.facebook.com/parentingforcollege
https://www.facebook.com/groups/parentsofhighschoolstudents/
https://www.facebook.com/CollegeEssayGuy/
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ETHICAL PARENTING IN THE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PROCESS
(harvard.edu)

Parents and other primary caregivers shape their children’s moral development in myriad ways. They also often

influence every phase of the college preparation, search, and admissions process.

Yet the troubling reality is that a great many parents are fundamentally failing to prepare young people to be

caring, ethical community members and citizens. That’s true in part because of the degree to which parents

have elevated achievement and demoted concern for others as the primary goal of child-raising.

In the following seven guideposts, we explore specifically how parents can guide their teen ethically, reduce

excessive achievement pressure, and promote key ethical, social, and emotional capacities in teens in the

college admissions process.

1. Keep the focus on your teen - The college admissions process provides a wonderful opportunity for

parents to get to know their teens in a deeper way—to understand what they are drawn to, hope for, fret about,

and value in others and themselves—and to help them articulate an authentic identity in a college application.

Try this: Take time to listen. - We can ask: “How involved do you want me to be in this process and what can

I do to be helpful to you?” “Will you tell me if I’m involved in ways that are making this process harder for you?”

Check your blind spots. -  Because we all have our blind spots, talk to respected and trusted friends and

family about the areas where your own and your child’s views about colleges conflict and about how to handle

these conflicts. Be alert to red flags. - Be alert to moments when you may be confusing your interests with

your teen’s. Reflect on your assumptions about “good” colleges. -  Reflect on how important it is to you

that your teen goes to a particular college or set of colleges.

2. Follow your ethical GPS - The college admissions process often tests both parents’ and teens’ ethical

character. A small fraction of parents are engaged in outright unethical practices, but many more parents slip

into more subtle forms of dishonesty— their own thinking and voice intrudes on college essays, for example, or

they might look the other way when hired tutors are over-involved.

Try this: Remember your priorities. Consider at every stage of the process whether getting into a particular

college is really more important than compromising your teen’s or your own integrity. Ask for feedback. Talk to

someone you really respect and trust about your involvement in your teen’s college application and ask for their

honest feedback about whether you’re too involved. Work through ethical dilemmas together. Ask your teen

if they think cheating or misrepresenting themselves in a college application is okay. Set a positive example.
Talk to teens about why authenticity and honesty are critical—and about the necessity of acting in ways that will

set a positive example for others. Find out what motivates your teen. Explore with teens why they might feel

pressured to cheat or misrepresent themselves—

COLLEGE BOARD SCRAPS SAT SUBJECT
TESTS AND OPTIONAL ESSAY

Continued from page 1

The College Board added that it is also working to

make sure that the test can be "streamlined" and

"digitally delivered" in the event that the pandemic

"continues to impact testing this spring."
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FAFSA’s EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION IS GOING AWAY. GOOD RIDDANCE.
Continued from page 1

 

As many as 19 million students and their families encounter the E.F.C. each year. It’s the dollar figure they see

after they’ve answered scores of questions on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form, which

they must file annually to qualify, and then requalify, for federal loans, grants and certain jobs.

And good riddance, too.

For decades now, families have been baffled by the E.F.C., the output of a federal formula that uses income and

some household assets. Given that it doesn’t account for parents’ own student debts, for instance, plenty of

people wondered whether the extra-large number was what they were supposed to pay for four years of college,

not just one. It wasn’t.

Then there are the words themselves. The great expectation that felt more like a demand. The unspoken

assumption that, of course, families would step up and pay — parents, really, in the case of most students

hoping to matriculate straight from high school. And the notion that this was a mere contribution, bathed in

niceties, when in reality the bill could spiral well into the six figures.

Goodbye to all that — to the judgment those words implied, to the things they meant but did not say and to all of

the euphemisms that have seeped into a system that has led to so much anxiety for so many families and the

professionals who counsel them.

The underlying formula that determines the new index will change some, too — many more people will get

federal Pell grants for lower-income students or qualify for the maximum amount. Other tweaks may mean even

more disappointment for higher-income parents when the new index produces an even larger dollar figure than

the E.F.C. did. (Their children could still get a more generous need-based aid offer from many schools than

what the new index computes, or they might receive merit aid — which does not depend on financial need —

from a college that wants them badly enough.)

But for now, let us celebrate the banishment, as of the 2022-23 application season, of each of these hateful

words from our lives, one by one — and the emotional toll they took on countless parents.
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HOW TO WRITE A GREAT CONTINUED LETTER OF INTEREST
Continued from page 3

Offer new information such as updates on extracurricular activities, any awards won, projects you’ve begun, or

improved GPA or standardized test scores (if applicable).

Consider including 2-3 brief “Why us” details describing why you and the school are a great match.

Thank the reader again and sign off.

Will a letter of continued interest really help?
Maybe. It depends on how the school uses its waitlist and what they’re looking to add to the first-year class.

Having said that, ask yourself, “Will I regret it if I don’t write a letter?” If so, it may be worth a shot--you never

know. And definitely write a letter if they ask you to and you’re still interested.



ETHICAL PARENTING IN THE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PROCESS
Continued from page 6

3. Be authentic with your teen - Many parents fail to have authentic, honest conversations with teens during

the college admissions process about the inequalities in the system, the intense pressure in some communities

to get into selective colleges, and about their own motivations and biases as parents.

Try this: Beware of mixed messages. Ask your teen if you’re sending mixed messages about where they

should go to college. Work through your irrational feelings. Consider sharing even your irrational feelings

with your teen and talk through with someone you respect and trust how to share these feelings authentically.

4. Encourage your teen to contribute to others - High school students in middle and upper class

communities can be caught up in a kind of “community service Olympics.” They believe they’ll get an edge in

their application if they start an entirely new project, conduct service in a faraway country, or tackle a formidable

problem. Yet these factors don’t determine the value of service; nor are these factors what’s prioritized by the

180+ admissions deans who endorsed Turning the Tide.

Try this: Talk about your family’s moral anchor. Talk to your teen about why your family believes

contributions to others are important, whether your views are rooted in religious beliefs, a commitment to equity

and justice, or a family ethic that prioritizes our inherent responsibility to help those who are struggling. Find
out what’s meaningful to your teen. Take time to explore with your teen what kind of service or contribution

to others is meaningful to them. Prompt your teen to think about many types of service and many ways of

contributing to others. Emphasize the value of “doing with” rather than “doing for.” Too often, service can

be unintentionally patronizing to recipients and doesn’t develop in students a rich understanding of other

perspectives or other cultures. Help your teen reflect on their experiences with service. Talk to your teen

about their experiences when engaging in these activities. What are they learning? Are they finding their work

gratifying? Do they feel helpful? What kinds of challenges are they facing?

STOKES EDUCATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP

Interested in a career in computer

science and national security? This

$30,000 a year scholarship plus

guarantees you a job after college at

Fort Meade, MD. Applications opens

September 1st

HORATIO ALGER
ASSOCIATION

Manages 70 of the largest need

based scholarship opportunities in

the country for high school seniors

who have faced or overcome

obstacles. Scholarships by state and

by career.

OREGON COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

One of the largest scholarship

programs of its kind and serves

Oregon students. Applications

for hundreds of scholarships

open November 2020.

Deadline: March 1, 2021.
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UNICO SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

The UNICO National mission is

to promote the image of Italian

Americans along with Italian

heritage and culture by

supporting charitable, scientific,

cultural, educational, and

literary projects. Deadline to

apply April 15, 2021.

CALIFORNIA CREDIT
UNION SCHOLARSHIP

We are awarding twenty (20)

scholarships of $1,000 each to

Los Angeles, Riverside, San

Diego and/or Orange County

students. Deadline to apply

March 26, 2021

https://www.intelligencecareers.gov/icstudents.html
https://scholars.horatioalger.org/about-our-scholarship-programs/targeted-scholarships/
https://www.ccu.com/educators/school-employees/scholarships-grants/1000-college-scholarship-program
https://oregoncf.org/grants-and-scholarships/scholarships/
https://www.unico.org/scholarships

